POPULAR TALES

ing to the box which held the model of the tin-mine. " I do
not remember to have seen it opened in my presence."

61 replied that it had not been opened, because I feared
that it was not worthy to be shown to him. But he com-
manded that it should instantly be exhibited; and, to my
great surprise, it seemed to delight him excessively : he ex-
amined every part, moved the wires of the puppets, and asked
innumerable questions concerning our tin-mines. I was the
more astonished at this, because I had imagined he would
have considered every object of commerce as beneath the notice
of a sultan. Nor could I guess why he should be peculiarly
interested in this subject: but he soon explained this to me,
by saying that he had, in his dominions, certain mines of tin,
which he had a notion would, if properly managed, bring a
considerable revenue to the royal treasury; but that at present,
through negligence or fraud, these mines were rather burden-
some than profitable. -/

<He inquired from me how my model came into my
possession ; and, when his interpreter told him that I made it
myself, he caused the question and answer to be repeated
twice, before he would believe that he understood me rightly.
He next inquired whether I was acquainted with the art of
mining; and how I came by my information: in short, he
commanded me to relate my liistory. I replied that it was a
long story, concerning only an obscure individual, and un-
worthy the attention of a great monarch: but he seemed this
evening to have nothing to do but to gratify his curiosity,
which my apology only served to increase. He again com-
manded rne to relate my adventures, and I then told him the
history of my early life. I was much flattered by the interest
which the young prince took in my escape from the mine, and
by the praises he bestowed on my fidelity to my master.

'The sultan, on the contrary, heard me at first with
curiosity, but afterwards with an air of incredulity. Upon
observing this, I produced the letter from my good master to
the East India director, which gave a full account of the
whole affair. I put this letter into the hands of the interpreter,
and with some difficulty he translated it into the Carnatic
Malabar, which was the language the sultan used in speaking
to me.

i The letter, which had the counter-signatures of some of
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